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Hello Education Enthusiasts!
Thank you for subscribing to the Holistic Learning Center’s Monthly Newsletter.
The Christmas Season is in full swing in Trinidad & Tobago, but the work continues at Holistic Learning Center! We are extremely pleased to announce that another successful month has passed and operations at H.L.C. continue to be as
impactful, resounding and corporative as it was two months ago. So without further ado, let get right into this month’s issue of H.L.C. Monthly!
What’s Inside:

There is no end to education. It is not that you read a
book, pass an examination,
and finish with education.
The whole of life...is a process of learning
— Jiddu Krishnamurti
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Share this Newsletter with a
Friend!

1.3 Resource Corner & the Latest Happenings at H.L.C…………………………pg 4

Interested in Learning More about HLC?
On the last page of the newsletter you can find our contact information and links to
our blog and social media pages. Don’t hesitate to contact us - we’re always up for
a conversation. Education works best when it’s collaborative!

For a
quick and
easy subscription,
scan this
QR-Code.

The H.L.C. Way: Flexible, Inclusive, Wholesome.
On behalf of the Holistic Learning Center, I would like to wish every reader a
very Merry Christmas, and all the best for the New Year. Holistic Learning
Center, although unbeknown to me at the time, has been an idea in the making for a number of years. Many persons ask me why I decided to get involved
in remedial education over another, more profitable profession. My answer?
“I’ve always wanted to me a teacher…”.
Teaching provides a unique mixture of hands-on experience, learning on-thego and puts persons in a frame of mind that regardless of intention, everything
that is done, every word that is said makes an impact. That is the beauty and
the curse of being a teacher. Your job never ends and you never stop making
a difference. At Holistic Learning Center we pride ourselves flexibility, inclusiveness and most importantly wholesome and holistic teaching and learning.
Teachers have the ability to make or break students, and at H.L.C., we never
stop reminding ourselves of this delicate balance.
Hannah Sundari Sammy - Founder of Holistic Learning Center.
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What Can Clients Look
forward to in 2016?
Knowledge Brokerage at H.L.C.
As of December, 2015, Holistic
Learning Center has made information dissemination a regular part
of communication with students. For
example, students who wish to take
CSEC examinations as Private Candidates are welcome to speak with
us about the process involved in getting registered.

Holistic Learning Center.
More Venue Options for Tutoring.
The Holistic Learning Center has added one more venue to its list of options
for interested students. Last month we
spoke about a venue in St. Joseph,
which offered modern classroom facilities, and our at-home tutoring options.
We are pleased to offer one more location to our current offerings which is a
small, private classroom at our registered address, #1 Rapsey Street,
Curepe. This venue is ideal for oneon-one sessions and is equipped with
all necessary classroom facilities.

Introducing Our “24-hour Cancellation” Policy.
Each month, Holistic Learning Center makes strides to improving its services to its
present clients and those who may be interested in hiring us in the future. As such
in 2016, we will be introducing a 24-hour Cancellation Policy for all student’s enrolled at H.L.C.
Our 24-hour Cancellation Policy refers to a new modus operandi which maintains
that any changes or cancellations to the regularly scheduled sessions agreed upon by Clients must be done via telephone or email at least 24 hours before said
session. Clients who are unable to meet this will be held accountable for the fees
of said session, regardless of attendance.
This Policy aims to improve our functioning, and our ability to stay organized and
maximize our services while maintaining a consistently high quality of tutoring.
Enforcing this Policy also allows other students to partake in the flexibility of our
schedule as most times, students who would like supplementary or make-up classes will be contacted and made aware of spontaneous openings in our weekly
schedule.

In the same way, some of the Parents/Guardian that enroll students in
our tutoring services seek advice
about general education related decisions such as Secondary School
options when preparing for S.E.A.
examinations, information about
transferring students between Secondary Schools and even information
about Special Educational Services
in T&T.
At H.L.C. we do not claim to know all
there is about educational issues and
decision in Trinidad and Tobago,
however we make it our purpose to
research and make connections with
those who can. Many times if we do
not have the expertise we make it
our mission to liaise with experts and
even pass on their contact information to our Clients so they can be
well informed. We aim not only to
provide tutoring services, but a vast
range of educational resources, including simply sharing what we know
to those in need.
E-Receipts & E-Notes: Our “Green
Initiative”
H.L.C. has introduced e-receipts to
its clients which confirm payment of
sessions and includes detailed summaries of what was done in class. ENotes are also sent for at-home revision.
After sessions emails are generated
to each client, from the Management
of Holistic Learning Center, which
include receipts and notes as attachments. For our younger students, we
make an effort to report to Parents/
Guardians any behavioral or incidental notes that we think may need
extra attention at home. We aim to
keep Clients and Sponsors “in the
loop” at all times. After all, education
works best when its collaborative!
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Trends in the
Research...
These are a few trends
which may help readers
understand a bit more
about the complex relationship between Homework and Student Functioning.
1. The link between
homework and student
achievement is not as
clear as we’d like to
think.
2. Older students tend to
benefit more from
homework than younger students.
3. Homework may have
non academic benefits
such as fostering responsibility, timemanagement skills
and dedication.
4. Too much homework
may diminish its effectiveness
5. The amount of homework completed may
be more associated
with the amount of
homework given.
6. After-School programs
providing homework
assistance may improve motivation, behavior and study habits, but not necessarily
academic achievement.
7. The effect of parent
involvement in homework is unclear.
[For more, see our Resource Corner on pg. 4]

Evaluating the Merits of
Homework
The debate about homework, its effectiveness and overall purpose in the life of
students has been ongoing for decades. Much research and speculation primarily
surrounds the importance and necessity of homework. This school of though is interesting as many students, teachers and educators on all levels synonymize
schooling with the giving of homework. One does not exist without the other. While
this may be the accepted norm however there are many proponents and opponents
to the idea of homework and its role in the construction and consolidation of
knowledge.
On one hand, homework can be seen as an extension of in-school learning, a tool
for revision of work covered in the classroom, and an avenue for self-learning on
the part of the student. In contrast, some tension exists in the practice of using
homework assignments as a graded component of a student’s course.
In evaluating the merits of homework, research has shown (see Resource Corner
on pg. 4) that homework is linked with student achievement in a positive way as it
increases overall academic preparation prior to examination or assessment of said
academic material. In terms of type of homework assigned, studies show that the
more “creative, meaningful and high-level thinking” type exercises were given, the
more motivated students were to do it as opposed to “tedious, busy work and drill”
type assignments.
Homework is considered a component of the instruction process, and when coupled
with other components such as constructive feedback over time and effective, inclusive teaching methods, research notes that these together increase overall academic performance. In the case of homework, it is noted that grading student’s
homework will not be productive during this time as it will sthift focus away from
understanding and mastering course material toward concern about the way students’ abilities may be judged by both their teachers and peers. It is important that
homework assignment give leeway for students to make mistakes and as a result
improve on them in the future. Hence, the coupling of homework with constructive
feedback.
Both the lack of homework assignment and the assignment of exercises based on
rote learning or rigid regurgitation can be equally detrimental to a student’s motivation and overall academic performance. Teachers and parents need to remain
aware of what the purposes of homework are in both the short and long-term. Academic success is a process which involves becoming aware of new knowledge,
understanding said knowledge, consolidating and remembering it and lastly, being
able to reproduce, analyze and apply learned concepts. Homework is just one component that aids in understanding and conceptualizing, prior to assessment.
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Contact Us
Holistic Learning Center
#1 Rapsey Street,
Curepe, Trinidad.

Congrats! You’ve made it to
the end.

Holistic Learning Center

Thanks for taking the time to read the December 2015 Issue of H.L.C. Monthly.
We hope that at the very least you have been introduced to some of the merits
of and debates surrounding homework assignment and some characteristics of
what effective homework looks like. Many times these concepts, while seemingly “common-sense” are misunderstood and overlooked by both parents and
teachers alike. Regardless, we must all be informed about what our education
is composed of, and not be hesitant to actively shape our own educational
experiences.

(868) 709 7073
holisticlearningcentertt@gmail.com
Visit Our Website!

Opening Hours:

As we take a bold step into 2016 with new ideas and the desire to develop and
grow as a company, we trust that our readers, clients and interested students
will accompany us. Let’s move forward together. Do have a safe Christmas
and an enjoyable New Year - See you in 2016!

Saturday to Thursday | 9:00am to 6:00pm

Referrals are always welcomed! Feel free to pass on this newsletter to anyone
that you think might be interested. We’re always up for a conversation, so
make sure and check out our contact information and our resource corner to
the right .

Resource Corner:

Until next month!
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We’re Closed for the Holidays!

Learn more about Homework Effectiveness

Please note that Holistic Learning Center will be closed for the Holidays from
21st December, 2015 to 3rd January, 2016. All classes commence at the
regularly scheduled date(s) and time(s) from the 4th January, 2016.
The Management and Staff of
Holistic Learning Center would
like to wish all its readers a
safe and enjoyable Christmas
season and a New Year filled
with hope and good cheer!
Despite the break in classes
for the abovementioned period,
Holistic Learning Center is still

Hoover-Dempsey, K. V., Battiato, A. C., Walker, J. M., Reed, R. P., DeJong, J. M., & Jones,
K. P. (2001). Parental involvement in homework. Educational psychologist, 36(3), 195209.
Home Assignment, a Tool for Self Learning :
Student‘s Perception
The Value of Homework: Is Homework an
Important Tool for Leaning in the Classroom?
Read more on “Trends in the Research” from
pg. 3 - What Research Says about the Value
of Homework: Research Review
The Value of Homework

reachable via telephone and
email contact (see top, right
corner) so set up your Free
Consultation today!

Download the Holistic
Learning Center’s Tutoring Flyer - Help us spread

Holistic Learning Center, Making Time for You.
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